Student Survey Report 
April 2025
This year’s student survey was conducted across all year groups to gather valuable insights into learners’ perceptions of their college experience. The survey combined a series of structured, scaled questions alongside two open-ended prompts, allowing students to share both measurable feedback and personal reflections. Responses covered a range of themes including emotional wellbeing, learning environments, subject engagement, and future readiness. The inclusion of both quantitative and qualitative data has provided a well-rounded understanding of student voice, helping to identify areas of strength as well as opportunities for improvement. This report aims to summarise key findings from the survey, with a particular focus on the patterns emerging from the open-ended responses across different year groups.
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A note on accreditation-related questions
To ensure a more accurate interpretation of the accreditation-related questions, we isolated responses from Year 11 and Year 13 students only. These year groups are the most actively involved in external accreditation processes and therefore best positioned to provide meaningful feedback. Including Year 10 and Year 12 responses in the overall data had previously skewed the results, as these students are typically not yet preparing for exams. By focusing on exam-year cohorts, we gained clearer insight into how well students understand and value their current accreditation pathways.

Table: Accreditation Survey Results (Year 11 & Year 13 only)
	Question
	Yes (%)
	No (%)
	Unsure (%)

	Q11. Do you know what accreditation (exams) you are working towards?
	72%
	28%
	N/A

	Q12. Do you feel we are offering you the right accreditation (qualification)?
	60%
	0%
	40%



These revised figures provide a more reliable basis for evaluating how well we are supporting students through their accredited learning journeys. Notably, while most students feel informed and reassured about their qualifications, a significant minority remain unsure, suggesting that greater transparency or regular reinforcement may be beneficial.

The final two questions in the survey invited students to reflect in their own words on what they enjoy about college and what they feel could be improved. These responses offered valuable qualitative insights that go beyond scaled agreement questions, providing a richer picture of student experience. By analysing the responses by year group, we were able to identify patterns in what students value at different stages of their journey, as well as how their expectations and suggestions for improvement evolve over time.
Year 10 Summary
Year 10 students frequently mention enjoyment around practical and physical activities, such as football, team games, and art. Some also highlight lessons like Maths or Minecraft Education as engaging. However, their suggestions for improvement are notably light-hearted or unclear, including phrases like “get smarter” or “I don’t know?”, with a few indicating a desire for more football matches or a calmer peer environment. The overall tone is youthful and somewhat casual, reflecting students who are just beginning to engage with structured feedback.
Year 11 Summary
Year 11 students mention a broad variety of positive experiences, often pointing to specific subjects (e.g., Science, Cooking, Music) and social activities like breaktimes or team games. There is a developing sense of self-awareness, with some noting they enjoy learning environments that are “fun” or “exciting”. In terms of improvement, responses become more reflective. Some students suggest more choice in lessons, fewer distractions, or express concerns about noise levels and classroom behaviour. The tone suggests growing maturity, with students beginning to think critically about their learning environment
Year 12 Summary
By Year 12, students show more nuance in both what they value and what they wish to see improved. They express enjoyment in independence, friendships, and applied learning — e.g., college trips, cooking sessions, or structured work skills lessons. Their suggestions are more focused, mentioning more preparation for future careers, a desire for quieter spaces, or improved organisation and communication. This group generally seems more settled and reflective, highlighting a desire to be treated more like young adults.
Year 13 Summary
Year 13 responses are the most mature and goal-oriented. Enjoyment often centres around preparation for adulthood, including college responsibilities, job readiness, and independence. Several students specifically mention positive relationships with staff and structured routines. For improvement, comments become more strategic — some request more accredited learning, better access to quiet working spaces, or greater input into lesson planning. The tone is generally thoughtful, with a clear sense that these students are preparing for life beyond college and have specific ideas about how their final year could be more impactful.
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