Inference:
1. Based on the text, how does Mary initially react when she sees her husband lying on the floor? Provide evidence from the text to support your answer.
2. Why do the detectives ask Mary if she knows of anything in the house that could have been used as the murder weapon? Use evidence from the text to support your response.
3. How do the detectives treat Mary throughout their investigation? Provide evidence from the text to support your answer.
4. Why does Mary offer the policemen the lamb that is cooking in the oven? Use evidence from the text to support your response.
5. Explain why Mary's giggle at the end of the text is significant. Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
Word Meaning:
1. What does the word "congealed" mean in the context of the sentence "Noonan discovered a small patch of congealed blood on the dead man's head"? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
2. What does the word "premises" mean in the context of the sentence "The murderer may have taken it with him, but on the other hand he may have thrown it away or hidden it somewhere on the premises"? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
3. What does the word "consoling" mean in the context of the sentence "They stood around rather awkwardly with the drinks in their hands, uncomfortable in her presence, trying to say consoling things to her"? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
4. What does the word "hospitality" mean in the context of the sentence "It'd be a favour to me if you'd eat it up. Then you can go on with your work again afterwards"? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
5. What does the word "giggle" mean in the context of the sentence "And in the other room, Mary Maloney began to giggle"? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
Retrieval:
1. What does Mary ask the police over the phone when she calls for help? Provide a direct quote from the text to support your answer.
2. Where does Mary tell the police her husband is lying? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
3. What does Mary ask Sergeant Noonan to do for her in the kitchen? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
4. Who does Mary ask the detectives to question about the missing murder weapon? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
5. What time does Mary notice it is when she looks at the clock on the mantle? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
Predicting:
1. What do you predict will happen once the detectives finish eating the lamb? Explain your answer using evidence from the text.
2. Based on the events in the story so far, what do you think Mary's giggle implies? Support your answer with evidence from the text.
3. What do you predict will be the detectives' next course of action in their investigation? Explain your answer using evidence from the text.
4. How do you think the detectives will respond to Mary's giggle? Support your answer with evidence from the text.
5. What do you think Mary's ultimate fate will be in the story? Explain your answer using evidence from the text.
Summarising:
1. Summarise the events that took place after Mary found her husband dead until the moment the detectives started searching the rooms. Use your own words and include important details from the text.
2. Summarise Mary's actions and behaviour toward the detectives throughout the investigation. Use your own words and include important details from the text.
3. Explain the detectives' reasoning behind asking Mary about potential murder weapons in the house. Summarise their actions and reasoning using your own words and important details from the text.
4. Summarise the conversation between Mary and Sergeant Noonan regarding the lamb. Include the relevant details from the text and use your own words.
5. Provide a brief summary of the story's ending, including the significance of Mary's giggle. Use your own words and important details from the text.
