
 

  

Welcome back to the new term, we are very much 
looking forward to continuing your child’s educational 
journey with them.  
 
We do ask that your child comes into school ready for 
the day and ensuring they have the items they need daily: 
 

➢ Reading book 
➢ Home School Diary 
➢ Full PE kit 
➢ Wellies to stay in school 
➢ Appropriate clothing (for all weathers!) 

 
This term we will be sending home weekly spellings and 
encourage the learners to read with or to their adults at 
home. 
 
We look forward to meeting with you at the Parent 
Progress Meeting (04.02). This is a great opportunity to 
discuss your child at length to ensure we are all working 
together to meet the needs of your child in the best 
possible way. 
 

 
                                                                                                 

Thriftwood School 
 

 

Curriculum Summary 
Spring Term 2026 

India 

 
 

Year 7 & 8 
Jay, Rook, Swift, Magpie and Crow 

  
 

 
Educate, Challenge, Prepare. 



Middle School - India - Spring Term 2026 

  

 

MUSIC AND DRAMA 

Indian musical instruments, Indian 
dancing, Indian songs, Bollywood 
dancing, assembly singing, Topic 
Day 

 

 

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

Developing skills: weighing/measuring, 
cutting, rolling out, cutting out, spooning, 
baking, weighing/measuring, peeling, dicing 
and chopping, boiling and simmering, frying 

TOPIC 

Map reading and flags, comparing 
and contrasting India and the UK, 
recognising key physical features 

of India, identifying and describing 
famous landmarks, native Indian 
animals and comparing to those 

in the UK, traditional Indian 
games. 

 

 

RE and PSHCE 

RE: Hinduism – special places, special people, 
special books. Compare and contrast with special 
places, people and books which we might engage 
with. 

Y7 PSHCE: Personal hygiene – brushing teeth, 
healthy eating habits, exercise, healthy mindset. 
Keeping safe in the environment, knowing what to do 
in an emergency, reciting address and postcode, 
understanding basic human rights. 

Y8 PSHCE: Healthy living, mental health awareness, 
effects of medicine, alcohol, energy drinks, 
strategies for managing emotional and mental 
health. Keeping safe in the environment, knowing 
what to do in an emergency, understanding human 
rights, strategies to keeping safe, peer pressure and 
understanding how sexual activity is viewed in eyes 
of the law 

 

 

 

ART & DT 

Colours, sounds and images; symmetry and simple 
pattern making; shapes and symbolism; line and 
mark-making; exploring expressive and sensory 
colour play; textures and repeating motifs; form and 
decoration; festival masks. 

COMPUTING 

ICT focuses on developing students’ 
understanding of sequencing, logical reasoning, 
and programming skills. Learners will begin by 
giving and organizing instructions to control 
digital devices and identify steps in familiar 
tasks. They will then use logical reasoning to 
predict outcomes, detect errors, and correct 
simple programs. Practical activities include 
programming floor robots and creating 
programs using software to accomplish specific 
goals. Students will also learn to modify inputs 
for different outputs and refine procedures 
using repeat commands, building confidence in 
problem-solving and computational thinking.  

E-Safety elements will also be addressed at the 
beginning of each lesson. 

  

LITERACY 
Year 7 & 8 – The Jungle Book (Rudyard Kipling) and Indian 
Folk Tales 
Reading: word level, fluency, comprehension and 
sequencing 
Writing: recounts, character descriptions, film reviews, 
creating a dictionary. 
Speaking & Listening: reading aloud, role play, class 
discussions, whole class reading. 
 

NUMERACY 

 Place value, number, multiplication and division, time, 
money, shape, addition and subtraction, position and 
direction, data handling.  

Opportunities for using maths in ‘real-life’ e.g. using 
money, spotting numbers in the community, bus 
timetables, using visual timetables etc. 
 

SCIENCE 
Year 7 - Materials – properties, change and chemical 
reactions 
Year 8 – Light and astronomy 
 

 

 

 

PE 

Year 7 - Hand/eye co-ordination skills and spatial awareness.  Teamwork and good 
sportsmanship. 

Football, basketball and possibly some indoor invasion games depending on the weather. 
Swimming – beginning after February half term 

Year 8 - ABC, creativity and Core strength, floor work and using large apparatus. 
Agility, balance and coordination, teamwork, winning and losing, following rules and 
participation. 
Swimming – finishing after February half term 

SPECIAL EVENTS & TRIPS 

India Topic Day, Colchester Zoo Trip, 
Hindu visitor, Hindu temple trip. 



This term Y7 and 8 will continue to work on our FFF skills. Additionally to this, Year 8 will begin their ‘Residential Ready’ programme. 

 


